
 

NCTE ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS IN WRITING 
 

Best Writing Evaluation: Judges have the opportunity to read a wide variety of writings 
students have chosen as their best. More than one poem or prose work will be accepted 
as long as the entry does not exceed six pages. We do not accept research papers, 
novels, or novelettes. A judge may ask, "How can I compare the relative worth of a poem 
and an essay?" The only honest answer is that one cannot. Yet the piece of writing may 
be judged in terms of itself and how it compares to the writing evaluation rubric. (It is 
possible to adapt the descriptions in the rubric to poetry.) The major question to ask is 
whether the sample, whatever its type, reveals high achievement in writing for a student 
at this grade level. In many instances, the best writing samples will have been examined 
by a committee of teachers, or a committee of teachers and students, who have judged 
the writings of these students. A teacher's corrections or remarks should not be on the 
paper. 
 
Themed Writing Evaluation: Judges have the opportunity to evaluate a writing done on 
the same topic. Judges are reminded this writing is done by eleventh-grade students and 
their responses to the assigned topic may not be the equivalent of those written by more 
mature writers. However, having one composition on the same topic by each 
participating student does provide a point of comparison not only between that individual 
student's two submissions but also across all the writings being evaluated. 

 

 
HOLISTIC WRITING EVALUATION SCALE  
Use the attached scale to score papers. Scores of 6 and 5 should be reserved for those 
writings that are clearly outstanding and that could be printed in a magazine or local 
newspaper as representing the best high school writing in the state. However, it is possible 
that judges may select a winner who is not equally good on both writing samples. 

 
To recognize varied achievement, judges are urged to: 

 
1. Read supportively in order to reward students for what they have accomplished. 

Eleventh graders include a wide range of writers, including English Language Learners, 
all of whom are developing their writing in different ways. 
 

2. Avoid applying formulaic standards (for instance, insisting that compositions follow a 
specific essay format such as the five-paragraph paper; or that one kind of error is 
automatically disqualifying [e.g., "alot" rather than "a lot," or English Language Learners’ 
errors in the use of the articles a, an, the]). 

 
3. Recognize that a 6, like other ratings, represents a range, not a pinnacle—high 

achievement, not flawlessness—and must therefore be used ungrudgingly if those who 
deserve to be winners are going to get the score necessary to qualify them. 

 

 
 

  



NCTE ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS IN WRITING 
HOLISTIC WRITING EVALUATION SCALE 

 
Upper-half papers make clear a definite purpose, supported with varying degrees of 
effectiveness. They also have a structure that shows evidence of some deliberate 
planning. The writer's control of English usage ranges from fairly reliable at 4 to confident 
and accomplished at 6. 
 

6 Papers scored as a 6 tend to offer sophisticated ideas within an organizational 
framework that is clear and appropriate for the topic. The supporting statements are 
particularly effective because of their substance, specificity, or illustrative quality. The 
writing is vivid and precise, though it may contain an occasional flaw. The potential in the 
writing is fully developed for the eleventh grade with distinguishing characteristics that give 
the writing an identity of its own. 
 
5 Papers scored as a 5 are clearly organized with effective support for each of the writer's 
major points. The writing offers substantive ideas, though the paper may lack the flair or 
grace of a 6 paper. The surface features are consistently under control, despite an 
occasional lapse in usage. The potential in the writing is realized showing competence with 
language and control in the development of the topic. 
 
4 Papers scored as a 4 show evidence of the writer's organizational plan. Support, though 
sufficient, tends to be less extensive or convincing than that found in papers scored as a 5 or 6. 
The writer generally observes the conventions of accepted English usage. Some errors are 
usually present, but they aren't severe enough to interfere significantly with the writer's 
main purpose. The potential in the writing is evident, but unevenness suggests that the writer 
is not yet in full command of the composing process. 

 
Lower-half papers fail to convey a purpose sufficiently or lack one entirely. 
Consequently, their structure ranges from rudimentary at 3, to random at 2, to absent at 1. 
Control of the conventions of English usage tends to follow this same gradient. 
 

3 Papers scored as a 3 usually show some evidence of planning or development. However, 
the organization is often limited to a simple listing of haphazard recitation of ideas about the 
topic, leaving an impression of insufficiency. The 3 papers often demonstrate repeated 
weaknesses in accepted English usage and are generally ineffective in accomplishing the 
writer's purpose. The potential in the writing is partially indicated, but limited by shortcomings 
that call undue attention to themselves. 
 
2  Papers scored as a 2 are characterized by a marked lack of development or inadequate 
support for ideas. The level of thought apparent in the writing is frequently unsophisticated or 
superficial, often marked by a listing of unsupported generalizations. Instead of suggesting a 
clear purpose, these papers often present conflicting purposes. Errors in accepted English 
usage may seriously interfere with the overall effectiveness in these papers. The potential in 
the writing is obscured by major flaws in the thought and development of the writing. 
 
1 Papers scored as a 1 leave the impression that the writer has not accomplished a 
purpose, and has not made any purpose apparent. The dominant feature of these papers is 
the lack of control. The writer stumbles both in conveying a clear plan for the paper and in 
expressing ideas according to the conventions of accepted English usage. The potential in 
the writing is undeveloped. 


